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The Historic Preservation Council for Tarrant County, Texas 
is pleased to present this report and inventory of historic re
sources for the City of Grapevine. 

This document, which is a portion of Phase I of the 
Historic Resources Survey for all of Tarrant County, is the 
culmination of three years of planning and one year of 
research. A project of this kind could not have been possible 
without the help of hundreds of people and a variety of organi
zations who worked to secure fundings and to complete the survey 
process. 

Financial support for this phase of the survey has come 
from the generous contribution of the City of Grapevine Conven
tion and Vistors Bureau; and grants from The Texas Historical 
Commission; The Junior League of Fort Worth, Inc.; The Arts 
Organization; The Castleberry Foundation; and Mrs. Martin 
Frost. Additional funds were secured from the proceeds of the 
Historic Preservation Council's 1981 Designers Showhouse. 
Organizations, city and county departments and businesses which 
made the Grapevine survey possible include the City of Grapevine 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, the City of Grapevine, the City 
of Grapevine Planning Department, the Grapevine - Colleyville 
Independent School District Tax Office, the Tax Assessor's 
Office of Tarrant County, Tarrant County Historical Commission, 
the member organizations and Trustees of the Historic Preserva
tion Council for Tarrant County, Texas, and the Council's 1981 
Designer Showhouse Committee. In addition, the Council is 
indebted to the Blackstone Hotel which provided lodging for the 
survey team, to Jack Williams Chevrolet for the survey car, to 
First City Savings for providing office space to the Council for 
almost two years, and to ABC Office supply for providing a 
filing system for the survey data. 

Our deepest appreciation goes to the members of the 
Council's Survey Committee, and the many community volunteers 
who helped in the survey process. 

We are indebted to the dedication of Charles Hall Page and 
Associates, especially Bruce Anderson, Michael Corbett and Woody 
Minor who have worked so closely with the Council's volunteers 
and staff. 
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Several individuals deserve our heartfelt thank you for 
sharing so much of their skill and time to make the survey a 
reality. They include Robert w. Philips without whom support
for the survey would not have been possible; County Judge Mike 
Moncrief whose cooperation and support has been valuable; George 
Rains, who reproduced the photographic products; Kathy 
Livingston of Albert Komatsu Associates, who produced the Grape
vine maps, and Mike Collins, Executive Director of the Council,
who facilitated the survey process throughout the past year. 

The Council is further indebted to the citizens of Grape
vine who shared abstracts, documents, manuscripts and patiently 
answered our many questions. 

Finally, we salute the work of Dee Barker who, from the 
inception of the project through the production of the final 
survey documents, has offered tireless support, skill and 
encouragement to all invovled in the survey and has devoted 
literally thousands of hours to making a dream a reality. 

The Council encourages all building owners, city and county 
officials and interested citizens to use this information to 
preserve a future for our past. 

Sincerely, 

-/l� -L C�cli�
/ 'ARTY c�MocK 

survey Chairman 

}L2L:__e5:�-z-t
PAULA BRITTAIN 

Chairman of Board of Trustees 















OBSERVATIOOS 

The historic grid of Grapevine was defined early by the north-south axis of 
Main Street, along which were distributed the coomercial establislments of ·the 
town. Wall Street (and later, the East Northwest Highway) to the north, Ball 
Street to the west, Dooley Street (and later, Austin Street) to the east, and 
the tracks of the St. Louis, Arkansas, and Texas Railway to the south, became 
the boundaries of the historic core of the town. With the exception of Ball 
Street, each of these were transportation routes which extended beyond the 
grid to the surrounding countryside, connecting the town with the farms along 
its rural periphery. 

Within these boundaries, on either side of Main Street, roost of the older 
housing stock was l:uilt. East of Main Street, extending to Dooley Street, was 
the IOC>re urban of the residential areas, with a fairly regular grid and an 
even distrirution of relatively small lots. In the 1920s, the grid pushed 
farther east to Austin Street. West of Main Street, the residential develop
rrent was IOC>re haphazard, and to this day retains the feeling of a semi-rural 
area. The IOC>St important residential axis is the east-west College Street, 
cutting across Main Street, and containing the IOC>St impressive collection of 
historic houses in GrapeVine. A scattering of rural dwellings, outside the 
historic grid, recently have been incorporated within the expanding City 
limits. 

The very first houses of the settlers of the Grapevine area were log cabins, 
of which few rennin, IOC>st notably the Torian log Ca.bin, IOC>Ved to Liberty Park 
on Main Street frcm its original site in the ccmnunity of Dove. The typical 
19th-century GrapeVine house was a one-story wood-frrure dwelling clad in hori
zontal wood siding, with a rectangular, L or cruciform plan, and topped with a 
gable or hipped roof. It was often ruilt by the owner, or perhaps a local 
builder, with a minimum of ornamentation. These "folk" houses could attain a 
simple elegance, as with the Allen B. Coble house (Grapevine #55), and occa
sionally a more canplex realization, such as the galleried Joe N. Willis house 
(Grapevine #16). This folk tradition continued into the twentieth century. 

Beginning in the 1890s, with the new prosperity that accanpanied the railroad, 
houses appeared in grapevine that were IOC>re self-consciously up-to-date, such 
as the 1896 Queen Anne house of Dr. Thams Benton Dorris (Grapevine #8). Ar
chitects designed sare of these. In 1904, the prestigious Fort Worth firm of 
Sanguinet, Staats & Hill designed the cottage at 421 Smith Street (Grapevine 
#48) for Benjamin R. Wall, the first elected Mayor of Grapevine. Local 
builders Frank and Charles Estill ruilt a number of stylish houses in Grape
vine beginning about this tirre. Brick was used as a l:uilding mterial for 
several fine houses on East College Street in the early years of the century, 
and stone veneer appeared on a couple of Period Revival houses in the 1930s, 
but wood remained the most ccmnon residential mterial. 

Where the railroad tracks crossed Main Street, the depot was 1:uilt. Extending 
south fran about East Texas Street, during the 1890s and early 1900s, a hCJOC>
geneous coomercial district of one- and two-story brick buildings was construe-
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